METRO CITIES

Association of Metropolitan Municipalities

March 24, 2025
Chairs and Members of the House Housing Finance and Policy Committee,

Metro Cities, representing the shared interests of cities across the metropolitan area at the Legislature and
Executive Branch, appreciates the opportunity to support HF 999 — Agbaje and HF 1141 — Howard.

HF 999 would provide for additional funding for the Community-Based First-Generation Homebuyers Assistance
Program and modifies the program language. This program is essential in supporting first-time homebuyers or
those who owned a home but lost it due to foreclosure, and will support efforts to reduce racial disparities in
homeownership. Providing additional funding to this program will support increasing the ability to access
homeownership across our communities in the metropolitan area.

Metro Cities supports HF 1141 which would provide the capital for an additional $400 million in Housing
Infrastructure Bonds. Housing Infrastructure Bonds leverage local, federal, and private investments and spur
development in our communities. These are used to develop and preserve permanent and supportive housing,
preserve federally assisted rental housing, provide affordable housing for our seniors, finance housing with rents
affordable to households with incomes at or below 50% AMI, and support the acquisition and rehabilitation of
foreclosed or abandoned property. This is a critical source of funding for cities to address housing needs across the
metropolitan area.

The resources in these bills will support homeownership in our state and address the need for additional affordable
housing in our communities.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Ania McDonnell
Government Relations Specialist
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