
 

 
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2024 
 
Chairs Hornstein and Dibble, and Members of the Transportation, Housing and Labor 
Conference Committee: 
 
Metro Cities appreciates the opportunity to comment on provisions of note for cities contained 
in the House and Senate versions of HF 5242 as the conference committee begins its work.  
 
Housing Infrastructure – Metro Cities supports the capital appropriation of $50 million for 
Housing Infrastructure Bonds in the House bill, Article 13 Section 24, and Senate bill, Article 
12, Section 17. Housing Infrastructure Bonds leverage local, federal, and private investments 
and spur local development. 
 
Source of Income Protections Language – Metro Cities supports language in Article 13, 
page 173.14 in the House bill that prohibits landlords from discriminating against a tenant 
based on their source of income. 
 
Local Affordable Housing Aid reporting – Metro Cities acknowledges language in Article 13, 
Section 37 in the House bill that would require cities receiving this aid to submit an annual 
report on locally funded housing expenditures. The reporting requirement will increase 
administrative costs for local governments, and as such, Metro Cities would encourage 
consideration of a sunset date for this requirement. 
 
Limitation on Aesthetic Mandates – Metro Cities has concerns with language in Article 12, 
Section 2 in the Senate bill, which limits cities from conditioning approval of a residential 
building permit, subdivision development or planned unit development on architectural design 
elements, common space necessitating a homeowner’s association, floor area ratios, and 
specific materials. This language hinders the ability of cities to ensure long-term durability of 
materials used for residential buildings, and could inadvertently encourage the use of less 
durable, cheaper materials. The language would also have impacts on local requirements for 
historic properties and historic districts. 
 
Corridors of Commerce – Metro Cities supports the appropriation for the Corridors of 
Commerce program in Article 1, Section 2 in the Senate language. This program spurs 
economic growth and job creation and increases the efficiency of transporting goods in and out 
of the metropolitan region. 

Small Cities Assistance – Metro Cities appreciates that both bills include appropriations for 
the Small Cities Assistance Account. Metro Cities supports the larger appropriation for $20 
million found in Article 1, Section 14 in the Senate bill. This appropriation gives small cities 
funding while Transportation Advancement Account revenues slowly begin to be collected and 
distributed.  
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Assessment – Metro Cities would like to thank Chair 
Dibble and Chair Hornstein for including changes to the greenhouse gas emissions 
requirements passed in 2023, including the move to a portfolio-based assessment and 
creation of a Technical Advisory Committee. Successful implementation of this law will require 
continued engagement with local governments and other transportation stakeholders. While 
both bills include representation on the Technical Advisory Committee for local government 
employees, Metro Cities supports the Senate language (Article 2, Section 9) which adds a 
member from the City Engineers Association of Minnesota. 

Authorized Use of Transportation Funds – Metro Cities supports Article 2, Sections 20 and 
21 in the Senate bill adding debt service as an allowable use for both the small cities 
assistance account and the larger cities assistance account.  

Deputy Registrars – Metro Cities’ policy supports changes in law to ensure the continued 
viability of deputy registrars. Metro Cities supports language in Article 2, Section 30 in the 
Senate bill providing compensation for no-fee transactions completed by deputy registrars. 

Traffic Safety Camera System Pilot Program – Metro Cities’ policy supports authorizing 
local governments to use traffic safety camera systems for the enforcement of traffic laws. 
Metro Cities will monitor the pilot program being established in Article 2, Section 51 in the 
Senate bill to ensure that this technology can be successfully implemented in other 
jurisdictions. 

Local Authority for Pedestrian Malls – To serve their residents, city officials must have 
sufficient local decision-making authority. The choice to establish a pedestrian mall will be 
community and context dependent. The passage of Article 2, Sections 98 through 105 in the 
Senate bill will provide cities an optional tool in managing local transportation systems to 
maximize livability and safety. 

Zero-Emission Buses – Metro Cities supports efforts to transition the fleets of transit 
providers in the metropolitan region to zero emission buses and the use of equity and 
environmental criteria within zero emission bus plans to help agencies prioritize the 
deployment of these vehicles. While transit agencies in the metropolitan region are best 
equipped to comment on specific requirements included in both bills, Metro Cities supports the 
goals of the zero emission bus provisions being considered. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

       
Ania McDonnell      Mike Lund 
Government Relations Specialist   Government Relations Specialist 

 


